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47. (Currently amended) A method of removing embedding medium from a biological sample, 
the method comprising the steps of: 

heating the biological sample containing embedding medium to a temperature at or above 
the embedding medium's melting point to form a liquefied embedding mediiiTn ; and 

applying a non-organic liquid to the biological sample to separate the liquefied 
embedding medium from the biological sample, wherein said non-organic liquid has a density 
greater than that of the liquefied embedding medium. 

48. (previously added) The method of claim 47, wherein the non-organic liquid comprises water. 

49. (previously added) The method of claim 47, wherein the non-organic liquid comprises a 
detergent. 

50. (previously added) The method of claim 49, wherein the detergent comprises ionic or non- 
ionic surfactants. 

'51. (currently amended) The method of claim 50, wherein the ionic or non-ionic surfactants are 

selected from the group consisting of Triton X-100 nctylphenoxypnlyethnyy (S) ethannl ^ 
Tweenpnlyoxyethelene(20)sorhitan, Rrij pn1ynxyethe1ene(7'^) dnderyl ether sodium 
dodecylsulfate and saponin. 

52. (previously added) The method of claim 47 wherein the embedding medium comprises 
paraffin wax. 
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53. (previously added) A method of removing embedding medium from a biological sample, the 
method comprising the steps of: 

applying a non-organic liquid to a biological sample; and 

heating the biological sample containing embedding medium to a temperature at or above 
the embedding medium's melting point. 

54. (previously added) The method of claim 53, wherein the non-organic liquid comprises water. 

55. (previously added) The method of claim 53, wherein the non-organic liquid comprises a 
detergent. 

56. (previously added) The method of claim 55, wherein the detergent comprises ionic or non- 
ionic surfactants. 



57. (currently amended) The method of claim 56, wherein the ionic or non-ionic surfactants are 
selected from the group consisting of Tr it on y-IOO nctylphenoYypnlyethoYy (S) ethannl ^ 
Tweenpn1yoxyethfi1f^ne(20)sorhitan, Rrijpn1ynxyethe1ene( 2^) HoHenyl ether ^ sodium 
dodecylsulfate and saponin. 



58. (previously added) The method of claim 53, wherein the embedding medium is paraf|m-waxf 
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